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Fighting

THE SUN, SUNDAY,

Mascot

and a Flying Yankee

AI;L war books are more or less inter-

esting. Some, though rather dull
reading, have valuable information; others
read easily but are not always go easily
belicved. But in The Fiakting Mascot, a
true story of a im_\' soldier, we get all
the fun of the trenches. Tt is enjoyabie
reading despite some horriiving examples
of Gierman barbaritios.

The bouk is by Thomas Jeseph Kehoe,
but wisn't really written by him, for, as
he says in a-foreword, “I eould never
preer it all together the way it ought to
be, and I never was a good hand at wnt-
ing. So I've found a writing man who
knows a how to
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straighten it all out.” The writing man
dropped more in the waste basket than
Tommy wanted him to, including “some
fine songs I wrote for him oat of my own
head . . . but the story’s all bere,
with the hard words spelled right, and
everything clear and semsible, which is
more than I eould have done myself. The
writing man's name is E. L. Bacon, if
anybody should wish to know.”

Tommy Kehob is 16, 4 feet 10 inches

BOOKS

Early Christmas Shopping
is urged by the Government,
and to accord with this sug-
gestion we are now

an y attractive assont-
ment ol Xmas Gilt Books,
Xmas Magazines, Xmas
Cads, Novelties, etc, etc.

Inspection welcomed.

BRENTANO’S

Booksellers te the World.
Sth Ave. and 27th St., New York

Writes about people
in such a way that
the reader as like as
not will say, “Why,

EDNA
FERBER

1 know that girl. | saw her In the waist
departinent the other day.” Her book Is
about (people you

know or wish you Cheerful—

(LISE L

Doubleday, Page &

. —
.

s A=t 5 e
s = o I P [ P

....m.".“-.-“.Am

- L', s

and weighs 96 pounds. He was the mas-
eot of the Fifth King's Liverpool Regi-
ment. He enlisted as a bugler and be-
enme a fine rifleman. The bandmaster of
the “Fighting Fifth” once told him: *“If
we was fightin’ the Germans with chunes
weld have ve in the front trenches, me [ad,
and there'd be a Hun drop dead every
time ye guve a toot.” Tommy got to the
trenches but he earried a gun, not a bugle.

[n some respects the story of Tommy
gives a copvineing picture of what our
own boys must be going through now. As
for instance: Tommy tells of an Amer-
iean boy named McBride who fought with
the Liverpool regiment. MeBride wus
asked if he had ever seen any Indians,

“*Sure, lots of "em. I've fonght against
v when they were trying to raud New
York eityv. We drove 'em back mto Jer-
sy, where they got away in the woods.”

“"What yer givin' ns!" growled a Brit-
ish Tommy. ‘Do yer think I know ne
more of Ameriea than to swallow one like
that? There's no Indians within 200 miles
ol New York.”

““You're right,) spoke up M:Bride
‘Pid 1 say New York? It was a =lip of
the tongue. It was Buffalo I meant.’

“ “Thut's more like it,’ said the Tommy.”

Tommy Kehoe, in the trenches at 16,
saw hard fighting and was wonnded twice
andd agam, a third time, by a German who
vlubbed him over the head with the butt
of lns rifle while Tommy lay wounded in
No Man's Land. Bat all this was nothing
alongside the day when he wus carried
back to Blighty and left the ship (on a
streteher) to be greeted by King George,
who shook his hand and asked him his
age. Tommy told it and the King said:

“At your age vou should never have
been there, But, my boy, if all the men of
England showed such spint we should
spon win the war.” :

Readers of all ages will thoroughly en-
juv The Fighting Mascot,

Aviation remamns, and iz likely to re-
main, (he most alluring branch of the
military services, The Flying Yankee, by
“Flight,” is, as the title implics, the story
of a young American who enlisted in the
Roval Flying Corps. “Flhight” had lost
his mother und father on the Lusitania;
henee his enlistment. Afer many months
of training on this side he was sent to
England and then to Franee. He hbad
many air fights, drepped bombs on Ostend
and chased and fought Zeppelins over
London. His story makes a wonderfully
vivid narrative.

“Flight” says one thing so inferesting it
must be noted:

“Jt has not been England's policy to
publish the deeds of ber aviators, but
when the reports are given to the public
the nature of the deeds and the large num-
ber of boys from the United States who
are cited for bravery will surprise the
whole world.”

At the climax of the story “Flight” is
lying wounded in a hospital in England
after making a lone stand against four
German Gotha planes. “The most wel-
comed gift of all T received was a box of
100 cigareites, and to me they were worth
their weight in gold. To those fathers
and mothers who have boys overseas I say
‘Don’t forget your lads’ smokes.””

An interesting and exciting siory.

THE FICHTING MABCOT. By Tuosas
Josxrn Kxnox. Dodd, Mead & Co. $1.35.

THE FLYING YANKEE. By ‘‘Fuenr."”
Dodd, Mead & Co. $1.35.

Blue Stars and Gold, addressed to the
men and women whose soms are fighting
abroad, is by the Rev. William E. Barton,
father of Bruce Barton; and thereby
hangs this mueh of a story. Reilly & Brit-
ton of Chicago, publishers of the book,
coneeived the idea of it and asked Bruce
Barton to write it. Bruee Liked the idea
but had his hands too full of work, in-
cluding Y. M. C. A. work. But he added
that the man to write the book was his
father, who had taught him all be knew
about writing.

Dr. Barton lives in a Chisago suburb,
Oak Park. Forthwith—1:. L

The really interesting thing comes when
you look up Dr. Barton in Who's Whe
and find that he is the author of scores of
books of the most various, deseription—
A Hero wn Homespun, The Story of &
Pumpkin Pie, The Fine ' Art of Forgetting,
1 Go a&-Fishing, Tha Psalms end Their
Story are a few samples,

Some day seme one is going to offer us
_a mighty interesting book on just such
suthors, as Dz, Barton, U i

'Whe's Whe &' Fomows But Us
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“The_ Islang

By GORDON B. MOSS.

KU.\'R.\D KARL II. was about as

likable and essy going sort of a
King as conld be found in Europe before
the war. Possessing a love for life—par-
tienlarly in Paris—he abdicated the throne
of Megalia after two years, before his
subjects determined to assassinate him.

At the outset of G. A. Birminghom’s
whimsieal new novel, The Tsland Mystery,
King Konrad Karl languished in a Lon-
don hote! that kings and American mil-
lionaires made their headquarters. He
veurned for Paris, with Mme. Corinne
Ypsilante, but “alas and damn,” bhe
lacked the oof to finance his movements.
Therefore when William Peter Donovan,
American millionaire and father of Daisy
Donovan, a eharming miss with a desire
to berume a queen, offered to purchase
the kingdom of Megalia outright for his
dunughter, the king nearly sold out on the
spot. Only terror of the Emperor pre-
vented the consummation of the sale, but
a compromise was made, and Donovan be-
came owner of the Island of Salissa
Michael Gorman, M. P., negotiated the
transaetion.

Konrad Karl and Coriune went al onee
t» Paris; Donovan chartered & steamship
und had put aboard everything necessary
to make habitable the palace of the late
King Otto of Megalia (assassinated) that
formed one of the chiel attractions of the
little island.

Salissa 15 in the Cyranean Sea. Suf-
fiee to say its inhabitants are a gentle,
brownish skinned folk, and the island
itself is undermined by deep eaves,
to some of which the sea has aecess. Lot
the reader explore it more thoroughly
himself. As for the palace, it was “a
dream of fairyland.” It was built of the
while stone of the island. Long windows
opened on baleopies supported on white
pillars which stood in the water. Thera
were little glistening spires which rose
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from steep paiehes of red roof. There
were other delectuble features of the place,
but absolutely no modern improvements.

However, Queen Daisy was perfectly
delighted with everything and there ecer-
tainly was an air of mystery about the
entire island. As a matter of faet there
was a mystery, and the Queen and Phil-
lips, second officer of the chartered steam-
ship, were the first fo run across it. They
were puzzled, but it was not until later,
when Gorman, M. P, visited the isiand to
avoid threatened internatioral eomplies-
tions that it was solved.

When the Emperor heard of the sale of
the island he was furious. He foreed
Konrad Karl to abandon Paris and Mme.
Ypalante and place himself aboard the
Mcgalian navy and sail for Salissa. He
must exther buy buck the island from Don-
ovan or regain the title by marrying
Diusy.

With the arrival of Konrad Karl things
began to happen. There was a myste-
rious visit from a German naval vessel and
almost a bombardment by the Megalian
navy, 1o the prevention of which the un-
furling of the American flag played a
part. The mystery became a mystery no
longer when one day shortly after the
declaration of war a German sub-
manne—

The Island Mystery is a highly enter-
taining piece of fetion, done 1 the char-
acteristic manner of the author of Spenish
Gold. The charaeters are all interesting,
but Konrad Karl, with his passion for
contorted English idioms, is partienlarly
charming. Morally he is quite impossible;
but a body ean like the worst characters
in a book without any one else being the
wiser. This novel is built on strietly comie
opera lines. It would not be surprising
before the season is over lo see it done in
giris and musie. If a rattiing good book
makes the same sort of a show, the pro-
duetion ought to be gvod for a long run
on Broadway.

THE ISLAND MYSTERY. By G. A
m:;msmn. George H. Doran Company.
$1.50.

The Great Novel ofthe GreatWar

The Four Horsemen

of the Apocalypse

By VICENTE BLASCO IBANEZ

Authorized Translation by CHARLOTTE B. JORDAN

THIS NOVEL AS TRUE AS A HISTORY

Skins the hide off the German beast,
—The beast of treachery;
Picrces his muordercas heart,
—The beart of Cain;
—The soul of desth;
Hangs Cermany where mankind may see
—The scarccrow of time!

Four Editions Are Exhausted
Fifth on Sale, Sixth in Press

$1.20 per

E. P. Durron & Co. zublishers

681 Fifth Ave
New York

Its value.”
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The City of Trouble

Petrograd Since the Revolution

By MERIEL BUCHANAN

Daughter of the British Ambassador
to Russia throughout the War.

Hugh Walpole says:
*She has given us a picture of human, private life under the
gessure of vast historical events that is precious and permanent

$1.35 Net
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